
J U L I A  M I E L E  R O D A S  
B R O N X  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E  

EVALUATING RESEARCH 
MATERIAL 



EVERY WRITER HAS A POINT OF VIEW 

 
sometimes we refer to  

this point of view as 

BIAS 
 



 
perspective and opinion aren’t 
necessarily bad, wrong, or unfair … 
 

… but, as researchers, we need to be 
conscious of a writer’s perspective and 

take that into consideration when we 
do our own writing 

 





THERE’S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN … 

… having a point of view, and being WRONG 





IS IT OKAY TO USE BIASED SOURCES? 

• Understand and be 
conscious of the 
bias 
• Anticipate 

objections—what 
would the other side 
say? 
• Balance biased 

sources against one 
another 



IS IT OKAY TO USE BIASED SOURCES? 

 
IF YOU ARE USING 
THE SOURCE TO 

SHOW EVIDENCE 
OF BIAS 

EX
A

M
PL

E 



BIASED NEWS ≠ FAKE NEWS 



WHAT IS “FAKE NEWS”? 

•  deliberate misinformation or hoaxes 
mainly distributed by social media, 
but sometimes circulated through 
mainstream media 

•  produced with the intent to mislead 
for financial or political gain 

•  often uses sensational, dishonest, or 
made-up headlines to increase 
sharing and earn more click revenue 

[adapted from Wikipedia] 



BIASED NEWS ≠ FAKE NEWS 



WHY DO PEOPLE GET CONFUSED? 
CHUM BOXES! 

Online platforms host 
advertising space with 
“news” items designed 
as clickbait containing 
a mixture of: 

•  legitimate news 
• questionable human 

interest stories 
• products for sale 
•  FAKE NEWS 



clickbait is all 
over … 

… even at legitimate 
news sites like Huffington 
Post 



GETTING STARTED WITH RESEARCH 
(DON’T USE AS A MAIN SOURCE) 

•  articles from encyclopedias (including Wikipedia) 
•  brief articles from newspapers 
•  articles from popular magazines with a general reporting 

format (e.g., Time, Newsweek, People) 
•  a self-help book or how-to manual 
•  nonexpert websites or blogs 



USUALLY TRUSTWORTHY SOURCES 

•  articles from scholarly journals 
•  articles from popular magazines offering in-depth research 
•  extended interviews in print, audio, or video 
•  serious essays from college-level anthologies 
•  books published by an academic press 
•  a single chapter or article from a scholarly book or collection 
•  a popular book on the topic that demonstrates in-depth 

research and discussion 
•  documentaries distributed by educational organizations 
•  websites developed and maintained by educational and 

public service organizations 





SO WHAT ARE WE SUPPOSED 
TO DO?! 



Platforms like 
Snopes can help 

you figure out 
what’s legitimate 
and what’s fake 

USE INTERNET 
FACT CHECKING 
PLATFORMS 



USE INTERNET BIAS CHECKING PLATFORMS 



HOW TO EVALUATE YOUR SOURCES 

 
Always question: 

 
•  Who is doing the writing?  
•  Who is supporting the research?  
•  Does this make sense? 
•  Can I confirm this information using 

other sources? 


